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CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 



1 . A jWA'cliivj irictiif; J for predicting i\ decision, comprising: 
simulating a risk environment for one or more control groups, 

simulating the risk environment for the one oi: more experimental groups. 

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

constructing a first model of a relationship between the intervention and a 



perception, 

decision, 



constructing a second model of a relationship between the perception and a 

calibrating the first and second models using a set of real world data, and 
predicting the decision using the first and second models. 



3 . The method of claim 1 wherein simulating a risk environment further comprises: 
questioning a subject on one or more relevant factors, 

offering to the subject a plurality of choices for the decision, 
^. offi^ing to the subject an incentive, and 

recording a selected choice made by the subject. 

> 

4. The method of claim 3 wherein tihe step of simulating a risk environm^t for one 
or more control groups further comprises: 

determining whether a set of experimental data for a first control group 
sufficiently matches a set of real world data, and if not, 

(a) adjusting one or more design parameters for a second control group, 

and 

(b) simulating the risk environment for the second control group. 
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5. The method of claim 4 wherein the one or more design parameters comprise the 
incentive. 

6. The method of claim 4 wherein the one or more design parameters comprise at 
least a portion of the plurality of choices. 

I. The method of claim 4, the pUirality of choicos having a set of ortlioponal 
conjointly analyzing the set of experimental data with the set of orthogonal 

characteristics, 

8. The mefliod of claim 3 wherein the plurality of choices comprises at least one 
product choice and a non-selection choice, 

9. The method of claim 3 further comprising providing an item of value to a 
subject, and wherein the incentive comprises: 

a risk of losing at least a portion of the item of value, and ' 
a reward of a further item of value. 

10. The method of claim 3 wherein the item of value comprises money. 

II. The method of claim 3 further comprising providing a period of time to a 
subject, wherein the incentive comprises: 

a benefit associated with the selected choice, 

a cost associated with the selected choice, the cost comprising at least a portion 
of the period of time, and 

an opportunity cost comprising a lost benefit associated with one or more non- 
selected choices. 
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12. The method of claim 3 further comprising: 

questioning the subject on one or more diversionary factors, 
falsely describing a profile associated with the diversionary factors, 
falsely describing a contingency of the incentive upon a match between the 
selected choice and an objective choice associated with the profile. 



14. The method of claim 1 wherein the one or more decisions relate to a financial 
transaction. 



1 5 . The method of claim 1 wherein the one or more decisions relate to a consumer 
purchase. 

16, A method for modeling decisionmaking behavior, comprising: 
providing a simulated risk environment to one or more control groups, 
calibrating the simulated risk environment against a set of real world data, 
providing an intervention to one or more experimental groups, 

providing the simulated risk environment to the one or more experimental 

groups, 

modeling a relationship between the intervention and a perception, 
modeling a relationship between the perception and a decision, 
calibrating one or more models against the set of real world data, and 
obtaining one or more predictions using the one or more models. 
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17. The method of claim 16 wherein providing Ihe simulated risk environment 

further comprises: 

questioning a subject on one or more relevant factors, 

offering to the subject a plurality of choices for the decision, the plurality of 
choices comprising at least oxic product choice and a non-selection choice, 

offerini?; to \}\\ ['uhjcv/: an incentive, and 

18. The method of claim 16 wherein the step of calibrating the simulated risk 
environment fiirther comprises: 

determining whether a set of experimental data for a first control group 
adequately matches at least a portion of the set of real world data, and if not, 

(a) adjusting one or more design parameters of the simulated risk 

environment, and 

(b) providing the simulated risk environment to a second conixol group. 

19. The method of claim 1 8 further comprising offering to the subject a plurality of 
choices for the decision, the plurality of choices having a set of orthogonal characteristics, 
wherein the step of adjusting further comprises conjointly analyzing the set of experimental data 
with the set of orthogonal characteristics. 

20. A risk environment system for modeling a decision of a participant, comprising: 
an item of value, 

at least one intervention, 

a plurality of questions comprising at least one non-diversionaiy question and at 
least one diversionary question, 

a plurality of choices comprising at least one product choice and a non-selection 

choice, and 

an incentive comprising a risk associated with a selected choice and a reward 
associated with the selected choice. 
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21 . A simulated risk environment system for modeling a behavior of one or more 

subjects, comprising: 

at least one intervention, 
a plurality of questions, 

a plurality of choices for spending a period of time, and 
an incentive to a subject comprisin£j: 

(b) a cost associated with the selected choice, the cost comprising at least 
a portion of the period of time, and 

(c) an opportunity cost comprising a lost benefit associated with one or 

t 

more non-selected choices. 

22. A computer-readable storage medium containing a set of instructions for 
simulating a risk environment for one or more subjects, the instructions comprising: 

a code segment for presenting to a subject questions on one or more relevant 

factors, 

a code segment for offering to the subject a plurality of choices for the decision, 

a code segment for offering to the subject an incentive, and 

a code segment for recording a selected choice made by the subject 

23. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 22, the instructions further 
comprising: 

a code segment for questioning flie subject on one or more non-relevant &ctois, 
a code segment for &lsely describing a profile associated with the non-relevant 

factors, 

a code segment for falsely describing a contingency of the incentive upon a 
match between the decision and an objective decision associated with the profile. 
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24, A computer-implemented system for modeling at least one effect of an 
intervention, comprising a computer, and one or more software applications that comprise steps 
for: 

presenting to a subject questions on one or more relevant factors, 
offering to tlie subject a plurality of choices for the decision, 
offering to the subject an incentive, 

i\.ju:.\'iui^ selected choice made by the s. 

constructing a first model of a relationship between the intervention and a 

perception, 

constructing a second model of a relationship between the perception and a 

behavior, 

calibrating the first and second models using a set of real world data, and 
obtaining at least one prediction using the first and second models. 

25. The system of claim 24 wherein the one or more software applications flirther 
comprise steps for exposing the subject to the intervention. 
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